
HB 630 -- CONCEALED FIREARMS

SPONSOR: Taylor

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
General Laws by a vote of 9 to 3. Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing
Committee on Rules- Legislative Oversight by a vote of 9 to 4.

This bill makes changes to the list of locations an individual can
carry a concealed firearm within this state and the list of
locations an individual with a concealed carry permit can carry a
concealed firearm within the state.

No changes have been made to the penalties for carrying a concealed
firearm in locations prohibited under these sections.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that most mass shootings occur in gun
free zones. Criminals know where the gun free zones are and use
them to carry out their rampages uninterrupted. By preventing law
abiding citizens from carrying weapons into these areas we make
them into targets. There are numerous examples of private citizens
with concealed weapons stopping acts of violence.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Taylor; Beverly Ehlen,
Concerned Women For America of Missouri; Missourians For Personal
Safety; Dale Roberts; Alex Salsman; and Linda Yeager.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that there are just some
places that guns don't belong. Guns and alcohol make for a
particularly bad combination and for that reason guns should
continue to be banned from bars, sports stadiums, and college
campuses. One study shows that 93% of Americans agree and oppose
guns in bars. If we don't let someone who has been drinking drive
a car, why would we let them use a gun? Opening college campuses
up to concealed carry would be in direct opposition to the
recommendations of most law enforcement professionals who work with
the schools. For Missourians aged 15-24 suicide was the second
leading cause of death, allowing firearms on campus would only
ensure that more suicide attempts were effective. There is also a
risk that guns can be stolen out of dorm rooms and used to hurt
other students. In the event of a mass shooting, law enforcement
would have no way of knowing who was the threat and who was an
armed bystander. Only 10% of mass shootings take place in gun free
zone;, the majority of mass shootings in this state take place in
private homes where guns are already allowed.

Testifying against the bill were The Kansas City Chiefs; St. Louis
Art Museum; St. Louis Cardinals, Lp; St. Louis Convention And
Visitors Commission; Jackson County Sports Complex Authority;



Jackson County Executives Office; St. Louis County Executive; Vicki
Bolger on behalf of Donna Bolger; Metropolitan Community College;
Missouri Community College Association; City Utilities Of
Springfield, Mo; Missouri National Education Association; Susan
Gibson; Susan Gibson, Capital Area Mo. National Organization For
Women; Mary Gross; Larry Hibdon; Gary Hill; Elizabeth Hornbeck;
Ashley Margulis; Missouri State University; Rosalie Metro; Judith
Miles; Becky Morgan; Janet Nelson; Scott Rhoad; Jessica
Risenhoover; Sarah Riss; Joanne Schumacher; Alan Tatman, Paddy
Malone's Irish Pub; Jackson County Legislature; Council on Public
Higher Education (COPHE); William Ralph Walker; Mary Windmiller,
Moms Demand Action; Missouri Gaming Association; and Missouri
Public Transit Association.

OTHERS: Others testifying on the bill say that both Texas and
Kansas have campus carry. Arkansas and Georgia passed bills this
session that are still waiting on their Governors' signature.

Testifying on the bill was the NRA.


